TEACHING   IN   THE   INFANTS'   SCHOOL

much work for the teacher. Group teaching is not
difficult if it is thoughtfully planned. We must see, in
the first place, that the sections of the class not working
with the teacher are always profitably occupied with
some form of individual work. Then the amount of
time to be spent with each group should be planned at
the beginning of the week. The group lessons should
always be quite short and stimulating to real effort
and concentration on the part of the children. We
should always send them away feeling that they would
have liked a longer lesson.

The preparation of reading material need not involve
a great deal of labour for the teacher. She must, of
course, write the first copy of a "work" sheet, but she
should quickly train the children to assist her in the
task of taking off the duplicate copies on the hecto-
graph. A sensible child of six does this quite as well as an
adult and thoroughly enjoys doing it.

The group lessons, supplemented by independent
work, represent only a small part of the actual reading
experiences in the classroom. Other opportunities for
developing skill arise in connection with project activi-
ties. For types of material, reference should be made to
the chapter on Projects. (See also Figs. 3 and 4.)

Individual Occupations in Reading

Apart from the "work" sheets based on the reading
books, a great variety of really fresh and stimulating
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